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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). ^ 

Status 

I )K Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 1 6 October 2006 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) G Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 27-52 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 27-52 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) . is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed 



on 10/16/2006. 



Response to Amendment 



The Examiner iias acknowledged the amended the cancellation of claims 1 - 26, 
and the submission of new claims 27 - 52. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States befpre the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 27 - 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lai 
et al (US 2004/0193648; hereinafter Lai). 

Regarding claims 27, 40, and 46, Lai teaches a computer system and a method 
comprising a processor and a memory (fig. 2; paragraph [0066]) for retrieving digital 
media from a content provider (paragraphs [0030], [0067], and [0127]; perfomiing a 
digital rights management function associated with an authorized user resulting in 
authorized digital media content (paragraphs [0007], [0141], and 0164]]; storing the 
authorized digital media content on the computer system (paragraphs [0155] - [0159]; 
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and providing tlie autliorized digital media content via a user interface to a thin media 
client without performing a digital rights management function on the thin media client 
(paragraphs [0030], [0143]). 

Regarding claims 28 and 47, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 27 
and 46, wherein the computer system comprises a personal computer (viewer client 
1 02, fig. 1 ; paragraphs 0085 - 0089). 

Regarding claims 29 and 48, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 27 
and 46, wherein the content provider comprises a laptop computer (paragraphs 0085 - 
0089). 

Regarding claims 30 and 49, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 27 
and 46, wherein the content provider comprises a server reachable by the computer 
system over a network (paragraphs 0085 - 0089). 

Regarding claims 31 and 51 , Lai teaches the system and method of claims 27 
and 46, wherein the content provider comprises a local input device (paragraphs 0085 - 
0089). 

Regarding claims 32 and 33, the Examiner takes Official Notice that having a 
content provider, which comprises a USB, and a CD-ROM is well known in the art. 

Regarding claims 34 and 50, the Examiner takes Official Notice that using a 
Bluetooth to receive authorized digital media content is well known in the art. 

Regarding claims 35 and 36, Lai teaches the system of claim 27, wherein the thin 
media client comprises an audio client; and wherein the digital media content comprises 
an audio file (paragraphs [0005], and [0087] - 0088]). 



t 
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Regarding claims 37 and Lai teaches tine system and method of claims 2 and 16, 
wherein the digital media content comprises realtime audio information (paragraphs 
[001 0], [001 4], [0086], and [01 38]). 

Regarding claims 38 - 39, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 2 and 
15, wherein the thin media client comprises a video client, and wherein the digital media 
content comprises video information; and wherein the thin media client comprises an 
image client, and wherein the digital media content comprises image information 
(paragraphs [0005] and [01 70). 

Regarding claim 41 , Lai teaches the system of claim 40, wherein the organization 
functions allow a user to set preferences associated with a client (paragraph [0099]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

Claims 42 - 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lai et al (US 2004/0193648; hereinafter Lai) in view of John C. Piatt (US 6,987,221 ; 
hereinafter Piatt). 

Regarding claim 42, Lai teaches substantially all the limitations in claim 40, but 
fails to specifically teach that the organization functions allow a user to create playlist of 
stored organized digital media content. 

However, Piatt teaches an analogous auto playlist generation with multiple seed 
songs, which allows a user to create a playlist of stored organized digital media content 
(col. 1, lines 12-67; col. 2, lines 16 -36; col. 4, lines 4 -11 and lines 45 -50). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Lai by Incorporating an organization 
functions that allow a user to create playlists of stored organized digital media content 
as evidenced by Piatt for the purpose of permitting user(s) to select different moods 
and/or styles (e.g., dance music, classical, big band, country, heavy metal and the like), 
thereby allowing a playlist that meets user's preferences. 

Regarding claim 43, Lai and Piatt teach all the limitations in claim 40, and Piatt 
further teaches that the organization functions allow a user to manage a favorites list of 
organized digital media content (col. 1, lines 12-67; col. 2, lines 16-36; col. 4, lines 4 
- 1 1 and lines 45 - 50). The motivation in claim 41 also applied for claim 43. 
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Regarding claim 44, Lai and Piatt teach all the limitations in claim 40, and Piatt 
further teaches that the organization functions allow a user to manage the amount of 
organized digital media stored on the computer system (col. 1, lines 12 - 67; col. 2, 
lines 16 - 36; col. 4, lines 4-11 and lines 45 - 50). The motivation in claim 41 also 
applied for claim 44. 

Regarding claim 45, Lai and Piatt teach all the limitations in claim 40, and Piatt 
further teaches that the organization functions allow a user to select digital media 
content to be retrieved (col. 1 , lines 1 2 - 67; col. 2, lines 16 - 36; col. 4, lines 4-11 and 
lines 45 - 50). The motivation in claim 41 also applied for claim 45. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yves Dalencourt whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3998. The examiner can nomrially be reached on M-TH 7:30AM - 6: 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

December 23, 2006 
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